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November is an emotional month around the school.  As I sit back and ponder the last 18 months I am amazed at how much has 
happened and where we are going. 
Let’s talk about emotion first.  The lady Wildcats just finished an exciting tournament run at the Denver Coliseum.    The girls 
played their hearts out and left it on the court.  The first matches in pool play showed our powerful attack game as we defeated 
Holly and Nucla.  The crossover game against Kiowa displayed our depth as we had several players who showed signs of domi-
nance while shutting down their one attacker.  The championship game ended with the score not in our favor, but watching the 
girls compete and fight for their teammates was magnificent.  The crowd dressed in purple and gold was loud and proud.  We 
represented our little town with pride and sportsmanship while taking in the moment.  A week earlier the football team took 
their number one ranking to the rival’s house in Cheyenne Wells.  The boys made a few early mistakes that made the road to the 
semi-finals hard, but not impossible.  The game was a classic 6-man football game with passing, running and ups and downs all 
over the field.  The Wildcats battled back to tie it at 50-50 late in the fourth quarter as effort and pride have never been an issue.  
As I watched the final play happen and the boys lateral a few times to keep the play alive with the never give up attitude, I know 
that I am in the right town at the right time.  The athletes in Kit Carson, obviously have talent, but more importantly have desire, 
effort, pride, sportsmanship, and leadership.  The parents and community should be proud of the students we are producing and 
take time to enjoy the moments. 
What about the classroom?  The real reason we have schools.  We recently had over 15 people in our school to help us look for 
positives and negatives about our systems.  They provided feedback that will be used to make small changes to make our excel-
lent school even that much better.  The Student Centered Accountability Project has been focusing on showing/proving what we 
already know about our school, that we do good work and have good students.  We are paving the way for a new accountability 
system that understands smaller districts.  We have an active FFA program, state knowledge bowl team, and excellent music 
program.  All of which need to be known to those at CDE.  We use the following scores to a nationally normed test to show apti-
tude and growth: 
MAPS scores:  Fall 2016  
4th/5th Language arts  68% above the 50th percentile       K-5th math   80% above the 50th percentile  
K-5th Reading    74% above the 50th percentile  
6-12 Language Arts   73% above the 50th percentile          6-12 Math   73% above the 50th percentile  
6-12  Reading 78% above the 50th percentile                       6-12  Science 93% above the 50th percentile    
GROWTH:  Maps fall 2015 to spring 2016  
3-10 Grade Language Arts 66% made yearly expected growth  
3-10 Grade Math  65% made yearly expected growth  
3-10 Grade Reading  68% made yearly expected growth  
3-10 Grade Science  63% made yearly expected growth  
K-2  All subjects  92% made yearly expected growth  
 
The pre-school program is thriving now that it is four days a week.  Miss McGrew and Mrs. Johnson have 15 (our maximum al-
lowed) students having fun, but learning the basics.  These students have already had more days in class than all of last year!  A 
preschool student in the new system will get more classroom time this year than they did the last two years combined.  This ex-
tra time isn’t all drill and kill of facts, figures, and letters.  They find time to be kids and play, have PE, do some music and of 
course recess.  I look forward to seeing the scores of these kiddos over the next ten years.   
 
The building itself has undergone some minor repairs, about $300,000 so far,  as we want to maintain a safe environment for our 
students.   We will continue to look at upgrades and small changes.  The school board and I will be having a strategic planning 
session in December to look at the future, near and far.  I will be asking the questions:  What is the plan for our outdated build-
ing????  Do we continue to put money into repairs and upgrades or do we look at some major changes or do we try to fund a new 
school building?  These are major questions that affect the community and its citizens.  I encourage you to talk to your school 
board members and myself so we can make an educated decision for our students and community.   
 
Teachers have been working on updating READ plans, RtI plans, GT plans, IEP’s, and curriculum to ensure that our solid teaching 
practices are student focused and deliberate.  Our teacher’s passion and desire to help our students achieve is second to none.  I 
have been impressed by their desire to learn more themselves about techniques, skills, curriculum and pedagogy.  We will con-
tinue to offer professional development that focuses on questioning techniques, inquiry, and critical thinking for our students.   
 

I look forward to the rest of the school year and many more to come.  I appreciate the community’s support of the school and its 

teachers.  We are truly blessed to live here and I wish everyone a safe, but extremely joyous holiday season!!!  Thanks, Robert   


